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personal belongings will be buried with the dead and
a part will be burnt—to be used, as it is believed, by
the spirits. The remainder will be divided not only
between the sons but also between other relations who
have served the deceased. The daughter will have a
considerable share of her mother's leavings, including
clothes and ornaments. This suggests, in some degree,
the matrilineal inheritance ; but since the daughter-in-
law also has her share, the rule is not absolute. The
division of these types of property is subject more or
less to the personal will of the deceased or her husband
(or his wife) who has the right to decide the disposal
of what is left.
4. EFFECTS OF INHERITANCE ON MARRIAGE AND DESCENT
As far as the land and house are concerned, the line
of inheritance goes along the line of descent. But if
a man has no son, to whom will the property be trans-
mitted ? This problem appears in two circumstances :
a man may be childless ; or may have a daughter but
no son. Let us study the first case of the man who is
childless.
Childlessness due to physiological sterility is rare.
If a woman is sterile, she may be repudiated and her
husband will remarry. In most cases childlessness is
due to the death of the child. When a man is old and
without a living child, he can adopt a boy. He is free
to choose his adopted son. In adopting his son, he
must invite his clansmen and before them he will sign
a contract with the parents or other responsible person
of the child. The contract consists of two parts. On
the one hand the adopting father will give a formal
promise to guarantee the full status of the adopted son,
especially the right of inheritance ; and on the other

